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SUBJECT: DC LEADER ON NATIONAL STATE OF PLAY 

1 . PRESIDENT LOMBARDY REGION GOLFARI, POWERFUL LEFT CENTER DC 
LEADER IN THICK OF DC-PCI ARGUMENT HERE HAS BEEN ONE OF MOST 
CONSISTENT, CANDID, WELL-INFORMED AND SHREWD OF OUR CONTACTS, 

I CALLED ON HIM LATE JAN 12 TO HAVE HIS READING OF STATE OF PLAY. 

2. GOLFARI HAD BEEN ON PHONE TO ANDREOTTI ANDIN MIDST LOM- 
BARDY INTER-PARTY NEGOTIATIONS ON LOCAL ISSUES WHICH REFLECT 
DIVISIONS IN ROME. THINGS WERE NOW AT CRUCIAL POINT, HE FELT. 

CHANCE OF EARLY ELECTIONS HAD RECEDED MARGINALLY IN PAST 24 
HOURS. QUESTION WAS WHETHER MORO COULD COME UP WITH ANOTHER 
SEMANTIC MIRACLE TO KEEP PCI WHERE IT WAS AND REGAIN ITS SUPPORT 
FOR DC MINORITY GOVERNMENT. DC WAS UNITED IN REFUSAL TO ACCEPT 
PCI IN CABINET. NOR COULD IT AGREE TO FORMULA THAT BADLY SAID 
PCI NOW IN MAJORITY. PROBLEM WAS SEARCH FOR NEW WORDS TO 
AVOID USING THAT MAGIC PHRASE. MORO WAS AT WORK. 

3. ESSENTIAL OBJECTIVE SAID GOLFARI, WAS TO BUY TIME. ELECTIONS 
HAD TO BE DELAYED AS LONG AS POSSIBLE SHORT OF ACCEPTING PCI 

IN GOVERNMENT. THAT WAS MORO'S GAME AND ONE WHICH GOLFARI FULLY 
ENDORSED. WHOLE PROBLEM WAS TO CALL ELECTIONS AT PRECISELY THE 
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RIGHT MOMENT. AND THIS WASN'T IT, IN HIS VIEW. 

4. WHY? FOR TWO REASONS. FIRST ELECTIONS NOW BEFORE CRAXI 
HAD RE-INFORCED HIS CONTROL OF PSI AND BUILT IT UP WOULD LEAVE 
PSI AS USELESS. IN EARLY ELECTIONS, PSI WOULD BE CONSUMED AND 
NO LONGER LARGE ENOUGH TO ALLOW MAJORITY WITH DC. MOREOVER, 

IT WOULD BE SO SHELL-SHOCKED FROM LOSSES THAT IT WOULD BE EVEN 
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MORE UNRELIABEL. KEY TO ESCAPING COMPROMISE WITH PCI WAS, IS 
AND WOULD CONTINUE TO BE PSI. THEREFORE, WORTH GREAT EFFORT 
TO NUTTURE THAT FRAIL REED. 

5. SECOND PCI NOT YET RIPE FOR SET BACK. PUBLIC NEEDED MORE 
EXPOSURE TO PCI IN LOCAL AND REGIONAL GOVERNMENT TO BECOME 
DISILLUSIONED WITH IT. PCI NEEDED TO BE FURTHER DF, -MYSTIFIED. 

IDEALLY, THE TEST SHOUD COME EARLY IN 1979 AFTER NEW PRESIDENT 
ELECTED. ELECTIONS THIS MAY, EARLIEST PRACTICABLE DATE, 

WOULD NOT SHOW PCI DECLINE. MORE LIKELY BOTH DC AND PCI GAIN 
AT EXPENSE MINOR PARTIES. AS RESULT DC WOULD HAVE NO ROOM FOR 
MANEUVER WITH MINORS AND WOULD BE EYE BALL TO EYE BALL WITH PCI. 
ONLY REAL CHOICE WOULD THEN BE JOINT GOVERNMENT. 

6. GOLFARI WAS SCATHING ABOUT DE CAROLIS, MONT A NELLI AND OTHERS 
THREATENING DC SCHISM. NONE WOULD DARE BREAK RANKS, HE MAINTAINED. 
TODAY MORO HAD HUMILIATED THEM IN MEETING OF DC GROUP BY CALLING 
ON THEM NAME BY NAME TO ASK BEFORE ALL IF THEY WERE THREATENING 
BOLT PARTY. ACCORDING TO GOLFARI, REBELS HASTENED TO PROTEST 
THEIR LOYALTY. 

7. THESE THREATS OF SPLIT, GOLFARI ARGUED, WERE ABSURD. THERE 
WAS NO QUESTION OF DC UNITY IN DESIRE TO KEEP PCI OUT OF CABINET. 

AT ISSUE WAS MOST PRODUCTIVE TACTIC. GOLFARI THOUGHT TIME NOT 
YET RIPE FOR ELECTIONS. MAZZOTTA THOUGHT IT WAS, AND HE WAS WRONG. 
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8. PCI APPEARED TO REALIZE, TOO, THAT DELAY WOULD HURT IT AND 
THERE WERE NOW SIGNS THAT PCI WANTTED TO BE PUSHED INTO EARLY 
ELECTIONS. IN NEXT FEW WEEKS, PCI MIGHT WELL BECOME THEIR MAJOR 
PROPONENT. 

9. GOLFARI WAS UNEASY ABOUT REPLACING BERLINGUER WITH HARD LINER. 
PUTTING PCI INTO FULL SCALE OPPOSITION AGAIN WOULD DIMINISH ITS 
ELECTORAL POWER BUT THE IMPACT ON ABILITY TO GOVERN ITALY MIGHT 
ALSO BE VERY SERIOUS. HE WAS NOT AT ALL SURE OF EFFECT OF TURNING 
PCI BACK TO LENINIST POLICIES. 

10. US CONDUCT DURING THIS PERIOD SEEMED TO HIM ABOUT RIGHT. 

RETURN OF AMBASSADOR TO WASHINGTON WAS HELPFUL. AND IT WAS 
RIGHT NOT TO MAKE THREATS. NATURALLY, COMMUNISTS WOULD BE ANGRY 
AT THEM. BUT REAL DISADVANTAGE WAS THAT AVERAGE ITALIAN WOULD 
ALSO BE ALIENATED. 

1 1 . RIGHT NOW, ACTION CENTERED IN ROME. LOMBARDY WOULD FOLLOW 
SUIT. IF ELECTIONS CAME, DC COULD QUICKLY BE MOBILIZED AND 
GOLFARI WASN’T WORRIED ABOUT THE BATTLE. HE WAS READY TO SADDLE 
UP. BUT WHY FIGHT IT OUT NOW WHEN THE GAIN WOULD BE GREATER 
LATER ON7FINA 
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